
 
	
October	14,	2022		

	
Chair	Doan	and	Members	of	the	Washington	State	Building	Code	Council:	

	
As	the	Public	representative	on	the	Energy	Code	TAG,	I	would	like	to	offer	the	NW	Energy	Coalition’s	
support	for	the	recommended	changes	to	the	residential	portion	of	the	Washington	State	Energy	Code	
(WSEC-R)	and	urge	their	adoption.	

	
The	NW	Energy	Coalition	is	an	alliance	of	approximately	100	environmental,	civic,	and	human	service	
organizations,	energy	utilities,	and	businesses	working	toward	clean	and	affordable	energy.	For	more	
than	40	years,	we	have	advocated	for	energy	efficiency	programs	and	policies,	as	it	is	the	cheapest,	
cleanest,	and	most	abundant	source	of	energy	to	meet	our	region’s	demand	for	energy	and	capacity.		

	
Building	energy	codes	are	a	key	piece	for	meeting	our	energy	and	capacity	needs	with	energy	efficiency,	
and	with	the	corollary	benefit	of	saving	residents	money	on	their	utility	bills.	HVAC	improvements	and	
envelope	measures	help	make	our	homes	and	buildings	more	efficient	and	also	help	save	energy	when	
our	system	needs	it	the	most—on	cold	days	in	winter	when	our	hydroelectric	resources	are	low	and	
natural	gas	prices	can	be	more	volatile,	but	also	increasingly	in	the	summer,	where	we	are	starting	to	
increasingly	see	more	dangerous	heat	events	in	our	region.	As	we	move	forward	toward	a	cleaner	grid,	it	
will	become	even	more	critical	to	deploy	strategies	that	make	the	best	use	of	our	energy.	

	
These	changes	to	the	WSEC-R	keep	us	on	a	practical	track	to	meet	the	State’s	legislative	targets	for	new	
construction.1	These	changes	also	ensure	that	we	are	not	in	conflict	with	another	newer	state	law,	the	
Climate	Commitment	Act,	which	will	require	significant	reductions	in	greenhouse	gas	emissions	in	the	
near-term.2	Developing	and	implementing	building	energy	codes	that	may	be	in	conflict	with	that	law	
would	be	short-sighted	and	ultimately	more	costly	to	residents:	the	code	changes	before	you	do	not	make	
that	mistake.	We	urge	the	State	Building	Code	Council	to	pass	these	changes.	
	
In	addition,	thank	you	to	the	SBCC	members	and	especially	the	SBCC	staff	for	the	significant	amount	of	
work	to	run	the	TAG	and	code	update	process,	to	produce	these	code	documents,	and	to	facilitate	the	
public	engagement	at	the	SBCC.	It	is	hard	work	and	does	not	go	unappreciated.	

	
Best	Regards,	

	
Amy	Wheeless	
Senior	Policy	Associate	
NW	Energy	Coalition	

 
1RCW 19.27A.160 https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=19.27A.160 
2 Washington State Department of Ecology, Climate Commitment Act https://ecology.wa.gov/Air-Climate/Climate-Commitment-Act  


